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Self-esteem of students hoping to become childcare workers
-In-service childcare workers’ expectations of students and
students’ self-assessment-

Hiroko FUJII Masashi HAYASHI Masao URATA
Abstract

The resilience of students hoping to become childcare workers might be improved by
accumulating knowledge and skills on childcare based on healthy self-esteem. A questionnaire
survey was conducted to examine the expectations of in-service childcare workers from
students, as well as the students’ self-assessment. The results of comparative analyses
indicated that in-service childcare workers regarded the knowledge and skills about childcare,
the personality, as well as social attitudes as more important than did the students. On the
other hand, the results of the students’ self-assessments indicated that many had anxieties
about the job and lacked self-confidence. They felt responsible for childcare, but were anxious
and uncertain. Students’ self-assessment was somewhat different from in-service workers’
expectations from the students, i.e., working cooperatively by taking responsibility for
childcare in the organization. It is suggested that students should develop different aspects of
their personality based on their self-esteem.

Keywords: self-esteem, resilience, childcare worker, childcare worker training
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