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[Abstract]

In recent years, there has been much research on socio-emotional competence (non-
cognitive ability). Previous research has shown that the development of socio-emotional
competence in preschool leads to the foundation of future life skills. The present
study empirically examined the development of socio-emotional competence in early
childhood through statistical analysis of the Noncognitive Ability Scale by caregivers
and observation in childcare settings. The results showed that there was a qualitative
difference in prosocial behavior, which is the core of socio-emotional competence,
between 3-year-olds and 5-year-olds. In this way, children develop empathy, assert their
own opinions, and at the same time, they accumulate experience in reconciling the
actions and feelings of others. Psychosocial behavior has been shown to be enhanced in
older children. It was verified that this is based on the establishment of trust in adults
from infancy, and that the unshakable trust in adults leads to the formation of positive
peer relationships that build up social relationships with other children, which leads
to prosocial behavior and consequently enhances socioemotional competence. We will

continue to examine the developmental process of socio-emotional competence in early
childhood.
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